[Progressive paralysis of the diaphragm following intra-abdominal chemotherapy].
In patients presenting with intra-abdominal tumor and peritoneal carcinomatosis, cytoreductive surgery associated with hyperthermic chemotherapy may offer improved survival. We describe a case of diaphragmatic paralysis following that kind of procedure. A 60-year-old woman presented with respiratory insufficiency following cytoreductive surgery and intra-abdominal hyperthermic chemotherapy performed for pseudomyxoma intraperitonei. Pulmonary function assessment demonstrated a restrictive pattern. Three successive chest CT-scans demonstrated a thinning diaphragm muscle. Respiratory insufficiency eventually led to the death of our patient. We conclude in favor of a muscular degeneration of the diaphragm consecutive to the combined effect of cytoreductive surgery and intraperitoneal chemotherapy. Owing to the unusual nature of this complication, we did not consider it as a hypothesis at an early point in this patient's management. We think physicians should be aware of such a complication in order to consider it in a timely way. We recommend performing a biopsy of the diaphragm for pathology examination to assess muscular degeneration.